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The RAU Tables were updated in response to feedback from health plans, vendors and stakeholders. The next section is an overview of those updates. In the last section, you may view an excerpt from the RAU Table User Manual to further guide your understanding of the changes that were implemented. We advise viewing the associated AHU RAU Table example alongside the excerpt. Note, the variables and weights listed in this document and in the example-file are not final.
Overview of RAU Table Updates
· Removal of detailed references to RAU Tables in HEDIS MY 2020 and MY 2021 measure specifications.
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· Simplification of the measure-specific RAU Tables by removing the use of merged cells and bringing risk weights for a product line into a single worksheet.
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· Updated Shared Table to streamline the mapping of condition-based risk-adjustment variables.
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· Development of clear written guidance, in the form of a user manual, on the newly formatted tables.
Risk Adjustment Utilization (RAU) Tables – Column Details
Each RAU measure has a corresponding measure-specific table that provides the risk weight values used to calculate the expected rates. Each table is an excel file (.xlsx) containing workbooks organized by product line. For example, in the Acute Hospitalization Utilization (AHU) risk adjustment table, there are two workbooks, one for Medicare and one for commercial product lines. 

Workbooks within the measure-specific RAU Tables contain seven columns. These are listed and described below: 
	Column
	Column Title
	Column Format
	Description

	Column A
	Variable Type
	character
	Identifier describing the category of risk weight variable. Valid values include:
· HCC: Hierarchical Comorbidity Condition
· DCC: Discharge Clinical Condition
· Demo: Demographics
· Util: Utilization (e.g., observation stay, surgery).
Note: Not every measure has every type of variable.

	Column B
	Variable Name
	character
	The name of the specific risk weight variable included in the measure

	Column C
	Variable Description
	character
	A short description of the risk weight variable

	Column D
	Reporting Indicator
	character
	The measure reporting rate for which the risk weight variable applies

	Column E
	Model
	character
	The calculation model (i.e., statistical model for the expected value calculation) as described in section “Risk Adjustment Weighting and Calculation of Expected Events” of each measure.

	Column F
	AdjustorID
	character
	A unique identifier for each specific risk weight variable

	Column G
	Weight
	numeric, 4 decimal points
	The numeric risk weight value



Instructions on how to use risk adjustment tables specific to each risk adjusted measure will be provided in the complete User Manual that will be available in the NCQA Store on November 2, 2020. 
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Risk Adjusted Utilization Table Improvements

Streamline Measure Specification
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Risk Adjusted Utilization Table Improvements
New Table format

Example: Plan All-Cause Readmissions RAU Table (New)
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Note: Weights are sample placeholders, final weights will be published in the HEDIS MY 2021
technical update.
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Risk Adjusted Utilization Table Improvements
Shared Table formatting changes

Shared Table (current):
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